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Emily Smith lives in Bristol, Maine. It’s a small town in a sparsely populated state. She’s a teenager. And she 

wants to be a Bollywood dancer. 

In the previous scene, her parents discovered she has been paying for online dance lessons. They reacted 

badly: her mother feels this counts as lying about money; her father listens to a lot of  extreme talk radio, and 
he assumes his daughter has become one of  those terrible liberals. “Are you a lesbian, too?” he asks. 

She goes to visit her grandmother. She has always felt safe around the old woman, and she needs to recover. 

The sun is setting; Emily will at some point have to go home to her parents; she wants to delay this 

as long as possible. 

Forward motion 1: her grandma welcomes her in, tells her to make a fresh pot of  coffee.   

Forward motion 2: she explains what happened with her parents. Her grandma tells her that when 
she was young, she also argued with her parents. About a man. She loved this man very much… 

Forward motion 3: her grandma continues to tell her story. But this unnamed man, this lover from 
her youth, starts to seem increasingly strange. He never visited during the day. He appeared from the 
woods unexpectedly. He ranted about eternity and eternal damnation. He broke the local Catholic 
priest’s arm. Yet Emily’s grandma doesn’t seem to notice that her story has become dark and 
ominous. She repeats how handsome this stranger was, how he made her heart pound.
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Reaction: Emily feels relieved, reminded of her childhood. She is safe here. Her grandmother is such a cool, independent person.

Reaction: Emily feels emboldened by this story. She WILL become a Bollywood dancer. She will go home and laugh at her parents.

Reaction: 


